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COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

Mr. David L. Bernhardt
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP
I 155 F Street, NW
Washington, DC 20004

Dear Mr. Bernhardt:

If confinned by the Senate as Deputy Secretary of the Department of the

Interior, I ask that you recuse yourself in writing from any matters pertaining to

Cadiz,lnc. for the full duration of your appointment.

I commend your history of public service and efforts to expand the

capabilities of the Department of the Interior's Ethics Office during your tenure in

the Bush Administration. I hope that you will take the commonsense step, as

several ofyour predecessors have, to recuse yourselffrom even the appearance of
impropriety or conflicts of interest, especially involving matters that directly
benefit your former clients or in which you may retain a direct financial interest.

In addition, I ask that you make available any waiver you or your staff seek

from the Office of Government Ethics, especially on any matters related to Cadiz,

Inc. In your written responses to the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural

Resources, you committed to "discuss whether such a request should be made

public." I hope that you will commit to rnake any ethics waiver public, as was

standard practice during previous Administrations.

As you rnay know, I strongly oppose Cadiz,lnc.'s proposal to drain

groundwater from an aquifer below California's Mojave Trails National
Monument for sale to urban water users. Cadiz, [nc. has repeatedly sought to

evade federal environmental reviews of its project, which I believe will
demonstrate the project's unsustainability. However, the previous Administration

ruled that Cadiz. Inc. was required to seek federal approval to build its water

pipeline across protected federal lands. Given the fact that your current firm,



Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP, is co¡tacted to lobby on behalf of Cadia

Inc,, I remainäeeply concerned about any potential conflictof interest should you

serue as DepuS Slcretary of the Departnent of the Interior - the agency

responsible'for oversight of the fede-ral lands related to the Cadizproposal.

Thank you for your attention to these matters, and I look forward to your

response.
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